
 
 
 

March 13, 2019 
 
Dear House Judiciary & Civil Jurisprudence Committee and Senate State Affairs Committee: 
 
 Re: Opposition to HB 2730/SB 2162 
 
As the leader of the nation’s largest trade association for news editors, I am writing to express 
our organization’s opposition to HB 2730/SB 2162, a bill that portends to “reform” the Texas 
Citizens Participation Act but instead severely compromises the free speech protections for the 
citizens of this State.  
 
Since its unanimous passage in 2011, the Texas Citizens Participation Act has helped countless 
citizens fight against meritless lawsuits filed in an attempt to silence them. Among those 
protected by the law are online reviewers; domestic violence victims; consumers who speak out 
about goods or services received; journalists who are reporting truthfully on subjects of public 
interest; candidates and public officials sued over campaign ads; and private companies 
exercising their right to free speech. In most cases, the Anti-SLAPP law is a tool for regular 
Texans facing a David-and-Goliath court battle they can’t afford and don’t deserve.   
 
HB 2730/SB 2162 would remove the protections for people who get sued for defamation, for 
employers who try to protect their employees, for Texas citizens who get sued by out of state 
corporations, for anonymous speakers who are subjected to retaliatory attempts to unmask them, 
and for consumers who write online reviews but have unknowingly signed non-disparagement 
agreements while clicking through on a website.  The bill could prevent average citizens from 
even getting a lawyer to defend them in many instances because it allows the filer of a meritless 
claim to simply walk away with no repercussions after all of the work has been done 3 days 
before a hearing. 
 
The bottom line is simple: The Texas Legislature shouldn’t allow our citizens participation law 
to be eviscerated and Texans to be deprived of their First Amendment protections. 
 
On behalf of the American Society of News Editors, I strongly urge you to vote no to this 
complete re-write and gutting of the Texas Citizens Participation Act.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Nancy Barnes       
President, American Society of News Editors  
Senior Vice President of News and Editorial Director, NPR 
 


