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Since the turn of the century, access to 
information of many kinds has exploded. On 
the other hand, the U.S. government has 
struggled to keep pace with this trend and at 
times actively fought against it. 

The information age

2001: Supreme Court sets stage for leaks
The Supreme Court rules that news 
organizations cannot be held liable for publishing 
information that a third party obtained illegally.

2003: The Streisand Effect
Barbara Streisand was not 
pleased when a photographer 
posted photos of her home on 
the Internet and tried to have 
them removed. Her attempts 
had the unintended 
consequence of drawing more 
attention to the photos, a 
phenomenon now known as 
the Streisand Effect.

2004: Google Books
Google launches Google Print (now 
known as Google Books), indexing 
excerpts from books to appear in search 
results. In 2004, the program expands 
through digital scanning partnerships with 
libraries. To date, Google has scanned 
more than 20 million books.

2012: Crackdown on leakers
The director of national 
intelligence announced 
leak-prevention measures across 
all 16 intelligence agencies. These 
include routine polygraph tests and 
programs aimed at identifying 
potential leakers. 

2013: Snowden leaks
Former NSA contractor 
Edward Snowden leaks 
information about the 
extent of phone and 
Internet surveillance by 
the U.S. and other 
governments.

2015: Net neutrality
The FCC ruled in favor 
of net neutrality by 
re-classifying broadband 
as a utility and 
prohibiting Internet fast 
lanes for higher-paying 
content providers. 

2012: SOPA
The Stop Online Piracy Act 
aimed at combatting online 
copyright infringement, but 
critics feared it could lead 
to censorship. Opposition 
culminated in a "blackout" 
of prominent websites. 
Over 115,000 sites went 
dark. Congress took note 
and the bill was defeated.

2013: AP subpoenas
The Associated Press 
announced phone records for 
20 reporters during a 
two-month period in 2012 
had been subpoenaed by the 
Justice Department. Many 
believed this was related to 
an AP story about a CIA 
operation that prevented a 
Yemeni terrorist plot.

2004: The Iraq War
Unlike the Vietnam War, when the 
media regularly published 
photographs of flag-draped coffins of 
American military personnel killed in 
action, the Bush administration 
prohibited the release of such 
photographs during the Iraq invasion.

2010: Wikileaks
Wikileaks shook up 
the world of 
information by 
publishing 
diplomatic cables 
and military 
documents leaked 
by Chelsea Manning 
(then-Private 
Bradley Manning). 
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